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In the following June the army assembled in the Lechfeld for the con-
quest of Lombardy. The Emperor was, however, unable to lead his full
strength across the Alps, for there remained in Germany one rebel whom
he had not succeeded in reducing to obedience. This was Frederick, Duke
of Austria, the last of the Babenberg dukes, a violent, quarrelsome, im-
petuous man, who had persistently disobeyed the Emperor's summons, and
whose conduct in the revolt of Henry (VII) had been very dubious; he had
in fact after the collapse of the rebellion welcomed at his court one of the
ringleaders, Anselm of Justingen. At Augsburg in June 1236 he was
placed under the ban of the Empire, and the princes of the south-east of
Germany, the King of Bohemia, the Duke of Bavaria, and several bishops,
were entrusted with its execution. This they accomplished with remarkable
ease: the greater part of Austria and Styria, including Vienna itself, fell
into their hands; so satisfied were they with their success that they
returned homo, leaving the Burgrave of Nuremberg in charge of their
conquests. Duke Frederick immediately took the field, defeated the
burgrave at Steinfeld to the vsouth of Ncustadt, captured the Bishops of
Freising and Passau, and recovered the greater part of his possessions.
The news of these events brought the Emperor back to Germany; he
spent Christinas at Grass; in January 1237 he was in Vienna, which in
April he made an imperial city. At the same time he made Styria
directly dependent on the Empire. But his intention to do the same with
Austria was too ambitious; preoccupied as he was with the affairs of
Lombardy,he had not the time nor the military strength to spare for the
undertaking. No sooner was his back turned than the duke again managed
to establish his authority in the greater part of his duchy.

The influence which Frederick had gained over the princes of Germany
is shewn by the ease with which he succeeded in inducing them to elect
his son Conrad, then nine years old, as King of the Romans and future
Emperor. This was done tit Vienna in February and confirmed at Spires
in July 1237. Born in Apulia in 1228, he had as an infant been recognised
as King of Jerusalem (1229). He had accompanied his father to Germany
in 1235 and might have been elected king at the great diet of Mayence
had it not been for the opposition of the Pope. As it was, he was left as
the nominal regent when Frederick recrossed the Alps in the summer of
1236. He now succeeded his imprisoned brother as king, and when the
Emperor departed from Germany once more in August 1237, never to
revisit it,Conrad remained behind as his representative under the guardian-
ship of Siegfried, Archbishop of Mayence, who stood by him both in a
personal and in a public capacity: he was his maglster et amicus, but he
issued his documents as sacri imperil per Germaniam archictmcellarius et
procurator1; he occupied, that is to say, a position similar to that once
held by Archbishop Engelbert during the boyhood of King Henry. But,
like his brother, the young king soon surrounded himself with the official
1 Bohmer, fogesta, nos. 4390 and 11212.
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